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 The Church today celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany, or 
the celebration of the manifestation of Jesus to the world.  As 
the shepherds proclaimed the birth of the child to the people of 
the region, the wise men represent that Jesus came to save all 
people and not simply the people of Israel.  This was a huge 
deal since the people of that time were sure that salvation would 
only come for the Jews and that it would be a political salvation; 
which is why Herod was so upset.  For Herod, the birth of the 
child was a threat to his throne and that is why he ordered all 
the male children to be killed under the age of two.  We seek to 
destroy that which threatens us, even if what has come is not a 
threat at all.  The perception of a threat is often worse than the 
actual experience. 
 

 Take for example when a young child (even older ones as 
well sometimes) are first confronted with the taking off of a 
band aid.  The very thought creates great fear and is 
significantly worse than the actual removal by far, but the very 
thought induces a bodily reaction to a perceived possibility of 

pain.  Whenever we think about doing something different, the 
initial push back is a series of statements which predict all 
types of gloom and doom.  Almost without exception there is 
nothing in the end that was as bad as what was proposed.  God 
forbid all of our negative thoughts ever came to pass. 
 

 Here is a current example, Donald Trump will become 
President.  That is a statement of fact.  Beyond that, we know 
nothing for certain, yet the media is full of speculation and 
none of it is good.  Eight years ago when President Obama 
took office, a series of predictions also came out ranging from 
a future filled with great things to the end of the world.  The 
truth is somewhere in the middle for him as I suppose has 
been true of most analysis of all leaders.  But like Herod 
before us, any perceived threat is met with a desire to kill it 
before it sees the light of day.  Our inability to overcome our 
fears is a very dangerous trait in the human person.  Unless we 
control our reactions on either side of the pendulum we are 
doomed to face a future filled with extreme responses to every 
situation of life.  Personally, I don't much like those kinds of 
roller coasters.  The older I get, the more I like the carousel. 




